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SARATOGA SPRINGS UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE REVIEW 

MARCH 2017 
 
I am sending along a copy of the new draft Model Local Law for MS4s to coincide, in part, with many 
of the notes below. In many instances there are simple additions that have been made to modernize 
some of the language to include Green Infrastructure and adaptability to Climate Change; in other 
instances, the changes are substantive in nature and could have an impact on the City’s compliance 
with the SPDES MS4 Permit, relative to the sufficiency of the local law to provide equivalent 
protection to the State’s permit/s. 
 
NOTES: 

1. 5.2.2.B.2 – Exemptions – “The action does not alter…building coverage by more than 2% or 
1200 s.f. whichever is less…”  seems to be incongruous with 5.2.3.B.1 – Application 
Procedures; Administrative Review – “The proposed plan does not involve the reconfiguration 
or disturbance of more than 1000 s.f. of the site;” Or, put another way, why are the 2 
different? Or is it that 5.2.2.B.2 refers to buildings, structures and 5.2.3.B.1 refers to a site? 

2. 5.6.1. Statutory Authority – I put a call in to DEC Associate Attorney of General Counsel for the 
Division of Water regarding use of the “global” statutory authority paragraph v. the individual 
Stat. Auth. of (formerly) Chapter 242…she seemed to indicate that, so long as the City’s 
attorneys feel it is acceptable, the Department would defer to their judgement. Additionally, 
we both agree that, once the UDO is finalized/enacted, that one of the City’s attorneys should 
re-certify the UDO for compliance with the MS4 permit and the equivalency of the UDO to the 
DEC’s Model Local Law. There is a form used to make that declaration and we will include that 
in the remittance to the City regarding this review. 

3. 5.6.2. – Intent – this is identical to the “Intent and Purposes” of Article 1; 1.3.3.C. Although 
not a bad thing to reiterate, might it be better to assume the same logic applied to the Stat. 
Auth….that a single citing is sufficient, for the purposes of brevity? 

4. 5.6.3. Finding of Fact – this section, in the DEC Model Law is listed before “Intent” which 
would seem to make sense, from a rhetorical standpoint…the facts must be asserted and 
agreed to before they can be addressed. 

5. 5.6.3. Findings of Fact – added new paragraphs “J” and “K”, SEE Article 5 Draft 
6. 5.6.6. Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plans – PLEASE NOTE that this section of the NYSDEC 

Model Local Law has been changed significantly. I highly recommend that the 24 conditions 
therein be compared to the City’s UDO (formerly Ch. 242) and this section, specifically. 
Because the model law no longer list Condition A, B, C instead deferring to the list of 24, I 
would recommend that this list (24) be, somehow, incorporated into the draft UDO and this 
section (5.6.6.) 

7. 5.7.2.A. – Land Disturbance Permit; Activities Requiring a Permit – I would recommend 
changing this to 1.0 acres (v. 1.5) so that it is in-line with general SW 
requirements/thresholds. 

END REVIEW. 
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